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Notige is hereby given by the persons whose names appear hereon of their intention to circulate
the petition within the County of Santa Cruz for the purpose of supporting green transit now in
the Santa Cruz Branch Line Corridor. A statement of the reasons of the proposed action as
contemplated in the. petltlon are as follows:

The proposed Amendment to the County’s General Plan will support building a safe, continuous,
and beautiful interim trail (“Greenway”) between the San Lorenzo Bridge in the City of Santa
Cruz and Lee Rd in the City of Watsonville for commuting, active transportation, and recreation
by pedestrians, bicycles, wheelchairs, e-bikes, skateboards, and personal e-mobility, that
includes two lanes of wheeled traffic on a paved path a divider, a separate walkway for
pedestrians, with a shoulder on both sides.

Future use of the corridor for rail would be preserved through railbanking, a Federal program
that allows an existing rail corridor to be used as a trail and leaves certain infrastructure,
including bridges and trestles, for future rail use. The current Roaring Camp railroad from
Felton to the Santa Cruz Boardwalk is protected and preserved as is current freight service in
Watsonville.

There are existing funds available through Measure D, the sales tax dedicated to transportatlon
passed by voters in 2016, for development of the Greenway in the corridor.

. The printed names, srgnatures and business or residence addresses of the proponents are as
follows:

Name Resident or Business Address . Signature
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In accordance with the requirements of Elections Code section 9103, | enclose the text of the -
proposed initiative. We request that a copy be forwarded to County Counsel so that a ballot title

and summary may be prepared. To assist the County Counsel in preparing the title and summary,

we have included a proposed ballot question that is a true and lmpartlal statement of the purpose of ;

the measure.

Proposed Ballot Questm

“In order to provide safe routes to schools, connect neighborhoods, and reduce traffic
congestion, shall Santa Cruz County amend its General Plan to support use of the Santa Cruz
Branch Line as an interim trail for commuting, active transportation, and recreation now, utilizing
the existing trestles and railbed of the corridor for people to walk, run, bike, and use wheelchairs

and personal e-moblhty while preserving future rall options?

4

[.]

n

W
SERT
- e

95:1 Kd 82 HAr 1707

FA@“E 2. ﬂchz« of :L/M’m\%m to Cinulate ’f?@%'ﬁm




SANTA CRUZ COUNTY GREENWAY INIT

Fiests

SER S

- The People of the County of Santa Cruz hereby ordaln and er}zb%t as fo%%WSP%
‘ JUH B 156

Section 1. Title.

 This measure shall be known and may be cited as the Santa Cruz County Greenway Initlative
(“Initlatlve”) : :

Section 2. ,Findings and Declarations.
'The People of the County of Santa Cruz (‘.‘County”) find and declare as follows:

1. The Santa Cruz Branch Line Corridor (“Corrldor”) represents a substantlal asset for the
County, but despite multlple studies costing millions of dollars conducted over decades to study
its use as a commuter rail comdor itis stlll not belng utihzed for commuter service.

2. The In1t1at1ve supports a plan for 1nter1m use of most-of the Comdor asa hlgh-quahty, multi-
use trail (“Greenway”). The Greenway would allow for commuting, active transportation, and .
recreation while preserving the option for future rail use through:railbanking, a federal program
that allows an existing rail .corridor to be used as a trail and leaves cettain infrastructure, '
including brldges and trestles, for potential future ra11 use.

3. Interlm development of the Greenway will prov1de safe routes to schools and work, connect
rieighborhoods, and reduce traffic congestion. S

4. Numerous examples from other communities nationwide show the popularity and
wisdom of pubhc 1nvestments in pedestnan and bike -friendly infrastructure.

5. There are existing funds available through Measure D, the sales tax dedicated to
transportatlon passed by the voters in 2016, for development of the Greenway.

Sectlon 3 Purpose and Intent.

In enacting this Initiative the people of the County do hereby declare it is their purpose and
intent to amend the County General Plan and Local Coastal Program to support the followmg
policies: _

I. Support the development and interim use of the Corridor between the -San Lorenzo Bridge in
the City of Santa Cruz and Lee Road in the City of Watsonville as a high-quality, multi-use -

Greenway for commuting, active transportation, and recreation for people to walk, run, bike and -
use personal moblhty devrces '

2. Prioritize interim use of existing trestles and railbed for the Greenway, while ] preservrng
future rail options through railbanking.



3. Preserve the use of a portion of the Corridor for existing freight service in Watsonville,
existing Santa Cruz Big Trees & Pacific Railway recreational serv1ce and a future
Watsonville/Pajaro Junction station. :

Section 4. General Plan and Local Coastal Program (“LCP”) Amendments.

This Initiative hereby amends the Circulation Element of the General Plan and Local Coastal
Program (hereinafter “General Plan”) of the County. Text to be inserted in the General Plan is
indicated in bold/italics type, and text to be deleted is indicated in strikethrough type. Text in
standard type currently appears in the General Plan and is not changed or readopted by this
Initiative.

Amend pages-3-13 to 3-14, as follows:
Objective 3.7 Rail Facilities and Gfeenway Planning

To encourage and support the transformation of a portion of the Santa Cruz Branch Line _

Corridor (“Corridor”) for interim use as a high-quality, multi-use Greenway, while preserving
_ future rail options through railbanking. As used in this General Plan, “Greenway” shall mean
a trail between the San Lorenzo Bridge in the City of Santa Cruz and Lee Road in the City of
Watsonville for commuting, active transportation, and recreation by pedestrians, bicycles,
wheelchairs, e-bikes, skateboards, and personal e-mobility that includes two lanes of wheeled
traffic on a paved path, a divider, and a separate walkway for pedestl ians, with a shoulder on
both sides. To preserve and protect he R e '

transportatton purposes. To encourage £er—pess+ble future' connect1v1ty to intra-County rail
facilities including AMTRAK and High Speed Passenger Rail, using the Greenway, Metro bus

service, and other transit options. ferrecreational-and othertransportationpurpeses:
Policies .
© 37.1 RailRidershipPotential Compatible Development

(LCP) Ensure that new development adjacent to rail lines or the Greenway is compatible with

~ the General Plan and LCP Land Use Plan ebjeetive Objective 3. 7to-preserve-and protect

372 Noise Protection
(LCP) Require the design of new development near existing rail lines to minimize the impact of

existing and potential rail system noise and to pr0V1de appropriate setbacks for new
development. '

373 Greenway —R—aMr—aﬂ—Plannirig —Saﬂ#a—GH&ML&tsemL}He



3.74

3.7.5

- 3.7.6

3.7.7

- Greenway is encouraged where feasible, support reduce
- necessary to accommodate physical barriers, minimize envzronmental impacts, or avoid
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Support development of the RTC- owned Corridor,. lncludtng existing 1,
railbed, rail-corridorfor use as the Greenway. Wlule Zg jégte full multl-lane

dth§ ﬁlh ere

the need for new infrastructure, like major retalnmg walls, in order to reduce costs and
expedite implementation. 3 3 ‘

- a8 Support development of the Greenway as part of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenlc

+ Trail and in County plans asa—bieyeleﬁaeéesmal%&aﬂﬁqﬂﬁmprexzemems—te—meve

Rail Planning — Watsonville/Pajaro Junction ‘ s
Support a station at Watsonville/Pajaro junction to be used by inter-region Amtrak -
(Pacific Coast and San Francisco Bay Area — Monterey County), future High Speed
Passenger Rail, and other future commuter trains. Support extension of bicycle and-

- pedestrtan access, Metro bus service and prlvate bus service to statlon

Rall and Greenway Corrldor Safety

- Require any future development adjacent to or near the railroad rlght of-way (ROW) or

the Greenway to be planned with the public safety of the-rail-corrider in mind. New
developments may increase traffic volumes not only on streets and &t intersections, but

“also at at-grade crossings. This includes considering pedestrian circulation pattems or

destinations with respect to railroad ROW and compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Where rail use exists, mzttgatwn Mitigation measures to consider
include, but are not limited to, planning for and incorporating grade separations for major

_ thoroughfares as feasible, improvements to existing at-grade crossings to accommodate

increases in traffic volumes, and continuous vandal-resistant fencing or other appropriate
barrlers to limit the access of pedestrlans and trespassers onto the rallroad ROW. '

Rall Services — Felton to Santa Cruz. ' ‘
Support enhanced rail service from Felton to Santa Cruz, 1nclud1ng station development
at the Santa Cruz Beach- Boardwalk o .

Rall Planning — Around the Hlll
Support passenger rail service between the San Fran01sco Bay Area and-Santa-Croz-via
Gilrey and Watsonvﬂle/PaJ aro to serve recreatlonal and inter-regional travel.

Programs

a. Encourage and support RTC and other agencies to study and develop the 'Greenway '
and to include the Greenway in planning documents, mcludlng regional transportation

' plans and plans for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scemc Tratl Ideimﬁyhlaﬁd-use—pehe}es




Section 5. Conforming Amendments.

In light of the amendments set forth above in Section 4 of this Initiative, the General Plan is
hereby further amended as set forth below in order to promote internal consistency among the
various sections of the General Plan. Text to be inserted in the General Plan is indicated in
bold/italics type, and text to be deleted is indicated in steikethrough type. Text in standard type
currently appears in the General Plan and is not changed or readopted by this Initiative. The
language in the following amendments may be further amended without a vote of the people in
the course of future updates and revisions to the General Plan, provided that any such
amendments do not conflict with provisions of Section 4 of this Initiative.

Amend the fourth paragraph on Page 3-3, under the heading “SUMMARY OF THE
ELEMENT,” as follows:

The Goals and Strategy section provides an overall framework for the Circulation Element and
coordinates policies for different modes. It includes goals regardmg Balanced Transportation,
Transportatlon Financing, and Minimizing Impacts.

The Transportation System Management (TSM) section is the cornerstone of the Circulation
Element and Transportation Planning in general. TSM addresses the need to make more efficient
use of the existing transportation system both through low cost, “fine tuning” improvements and
through efforts-to promote alternatives to driving alone, especially during the peak periods. The
TSM section relates to different modes of travel and includes application of a trip reduction
ordinance. Throughout the element, the provision of transit, pedestrian, and bicycle facilities is
stressed. :

The Parking section discusses the provision of adequate, convenient parking facilities, but also
addresses the role of parking management in discouraging unnecessary auto use. It also
encourages parking supply which is more efficiently utilized and located to minimize costs and
environmental impacts.

The Transit section provides policies and programs that cover development of the transit system,
promoting trarisit, and increasing mobility and active transportation rail-service-development.
Increased transit services are calléd for, including specialized services and facilities for low-

- mobility groups such as disabled persons and the elderly. Transit is to be encouraged through bus
passes,.carpool programs, and subscription bus services to large employers and tourist activity
areas. The Rail and Greenway Planning portion of the element describes passenger rail lines on

the Santa Cruz-Watsonville corridor-and eeﬂﬂeeﬁeﬂs—te—Sanfea—Glafa—aﬂé—Meﬂte—re%Gemﬁ*es the
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potenttal use of the Santa Cruz Branch Ltne Corridor for the Greéhu)ayl; §3@ﬁizéd in.
Objective 3. 7

202 Jy 28 p
The Brcycle/Pedestrlan sectlon 1ncludes policies and programs regarding the promotloré of
bicycle use, b1cycle safety, and pedestrian facilities. Bicycle facilities, including pathways and
secure parking, are required as part of new development. A yearly development program for the
County Bikeway System as well as education, registration, and bikeway maintenance programs,
are proposed.

The Streets and Highways section includes policies and programs covering the road system,
capac1ty, Level of Service (LOS), neighborhood traffic control, signage, safety, recreation
access, and m1n1m1zmg impacts. Local collector, and arterial streets are defined and standards
are set for access and interior c1rculat10n A set of roadway 1mprovements are recommended,
with additional details to be supplied by the Live Oak and Pajaro Valley Community Plans. A
formal Level of Service policy is suggested to limit congestion and require m1t1gat1ng
improvements by development projects. The concentration of commercial uses, and development
of mixed uses and neighborhood facilities are encouraged.

The Commodities Movement section includes p011c1es and programs calling for standards and
requ1rements for truck use and access. :

A final lmplementatlon section d1scusses staging of improvements, ﬁmdmg and’ respons1b111t1es
and plan revision processes. :

Separate illustrations in the Circulation Element are provided for the Aptos, Soquel, Live Oak,
Carboriera/Felton, and Pajaro Valley areas. These indicate current and planned functional street
classifications, major roadway 1mprovements maJ or transit facrhty locations, and ex1st1ng and
planned bikeways. :

Local Coastal Program (LCP) Land Use Plan policies and programs related to shoreline access
are included. Specific LCP Land Use Plan policies and programs are noted by the initials LCP.

Amend page 3-4, under the heading “GOALS AND STRATEGIES,}” as follows:
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM GOALS |

The following are goals for improving the transportation system. These relate to the objectives,
policies and programs listed later in the element.

e Transportation System: Provide a convenient, safe, and economical transportation
- system for the movement of people and goods, promoting the wise use of resources,
particularly energy and clean air, and the health and comfort of residents. )
-« Mode Choice: Provide the public w1th choice in transportation modes on a well-
integrated system.
e Limit Increase in Auto Use: Limit the i increase in auto usage to minimize adverse
impacts. Increase transit ridership, carpoohng, vanpooling, walking and bicycling, etc. ‘



Efficiency: Provide for more efficient use of existing transportation facilities.

Regional Goals: Coordinate the development Meet-therequirements of regional plans,
such as the Congestion Management Program, Air Quality Management Plan and
Regional Transportation Plan, o promote consistency with the County General
Plan/LCP policies. Integrate planning for transportation, land use, and air quality goals.
Parking: Manage parking supply to provide reasonably convenient parking for groups
such as shoppers, and visitors who are most sensitive to the parking supply levels, while
encouraging alternatives to solo commuting and limiting impacts on neighborhoods.
Access: Provide for the special transportation needs of the elderly and disabled.
Bikeway System: Develop and implement a comprehensive bikeway system that
promotes bicycle travel as a viable transportation mode and meets the recreation and
travel needs of the citizens of Santa Cruz County. Encourage and support development
of the Greenway and protected bike paths.

Safety: Reduce the number and severity of bicycle accidents.

Finance: Plan a system within the County’s ability to finance and operate, distributing
the costs of transportation system improvements equitably among Santa Cruz County and
neighboring jurisdictions.

Aesthetics: Minimize impacts on visual, historic, and archaeological resources.
Coordination: Coordinate transportation improvements in area plans with the General
Plan and LCP Land Use Plan and regional transportation plans.

Amend page 3-20 under the heading “Programs” for “RECREATION SYSTEM
DEVELOPMENT?, as follows:

3-20

a. Consider-the Support development of the Greenway Southern-Pacifieright-of-way for

bicycle, pedestl ian, equestnan (where fe(mble), and other modes of. actlve

b. In development of the Trails Master Plan, County Parks shall develop guidelines for
the safe use of “mountain bikes”, and identify suitable areas for their use while reducing
the potential for conflicts with other trail users. Design these trails to connect with other
on road trails. (Responsibility: County Parks)

(LCP) c. Update the County Code to allow for bicycle rental concessions in conjunction with

established park-and-ride beach shuttle parking services as part 6f ongoing County
transportation programs. (Responsibility: Planning Department)

d. Request the State of California and the County of Santa Clara to provide a safe bicycle
route between the town of Los Gatos and Santa Cruz County and the Sanborn Park Youth

Hostel location and Santa Cruz County. (Respon51b1hty Trarisportation Commission,
Planning Department)

e. In accordance with regional bikeway funding programs (Senate Bills 244 and 821,
etc.), grant priority to those projects which improve bicycle access to employment
centers, educational facilities, and commercial developments with secondary priority



given to recreational areas and users. (Responsibility: Publtl)c) ﬁdrﬁts% Tfansportatlon

aed

Comm1s31on Plannmg Department) shiTA CRUZ 64 ERCTH:

(LCP) £. Pursue add1t1ona1 state and federal fundlng for the Bﬂgg?vgm@gsge ing funding
' to initiate a. program to pay. for placement of bicycle parking facilities by pub ic and
private agencies. (Responsibility: Public Works, Board'of Supervisors) -

Amend Policy 3.17.3 for Objective 3.17 “Commodltles Movement” on page 3-51, as
follows: :

3.17.3 RailfAir Efficient Commodity Movement
Encourage commercial, industrial, and agricultural developments to utilize rail-andforair

eafge—fef efficient commodlty movement. : o -

‘ Amend the “Programs” for Objective 3. 17 “Commodltles Movement” on page 3- 52 as
follows

Programs .
a. Institute a system of truck routes which limit truck traffic on collectors and local streets
-and in recreational areas to delivery and utility service trucks as much as possible.
(Responsibility: Public Works, Board of Supervisors)

b. 'Where rail use avists, continue Centinue the progfam to upgrade railroad
crossmgs (Respon51b1hty Public Works)

c. Where rail use extsts, Pretee% protect railroad rights- of—way from the intrusion of
. parked vehicles. (Respon51b1hty Pubhc Works)

d. Where rall use extsts, Protect protect railroad rights-of-way by identifying the need-for
and developing Public Utilities Comm1ssmn approved pedestrian crossmgs
(Responsibility: Public Works) S , .

e. Support the continued operatlon of cargo service at the Watsonvﬂle A1rport
(Responsibility: Board of Supervisors)

f. Adopt as part of regular updates of the General Plan and LCP Land Use Plan, land use
policies and programs Whlch ‘ .

* Increase the potential for movement of goods by rail in Wat_so'nville'.
« Encourage the use of air freight. -

» Provide for major shipping activities along arterial.

(Responsibility: Planning Department, Planning. Commission, Board of Supervisors)



Amend Pollcy 3.20.1 for Objective 3.20 “Plan Revision”, on page 3-56, as follows:

3.20.1 Respond to New Regional Plans
Review and update the Circulation Element to be generally consistent with any major
updates of key regional plans such as the Regional Transportation Plan or the Monterey
Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District Air Quality Management Plan where in
conformance with General Plan/LCP objectives.

Section 6. Implementation.

A. The date that the notice of intention to circulate this Initiative measure was submitted to the
County’s elections official is referenced herein as the “submittal date.” The General Plan in
effect on the submittal date and the General Plan as amended by this Initiative comprise an
integrated, internally consistent, and compatible statements of policies for the County. In order
to ensure that nothing in this Initiative measure would prevent the County General Plan from
being an integrated, internally consistent, and compatible statement of the policies of the
County, as required by state law, and to ensure that the actions of the voters in enacting this
Initiative are given effect, any amendment to the General Plan that is adopted between the
submittal date and the date that the General Plan is amended by this Initiative measure shall, to
the extent that such interim-enacted provision is inconsistent with the General Plan provisions of
this Initiative, be amended as soon as poss1ble and in the manner and time required by state law
to ensure consistency between the provisions adopted by this Initiative and other elements of the
General Plan. :

B. The Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized and directed to amend the General Plan and,
to the extent they are affected by this Initiative, all specific plans, zoning ordinances, zoning
maps, Local Coastal Program policies, and any other ordinances and policies, as soon as
possible and in the manner and time required by any applicable state law, to implement this
Initiative, and to ensure consistency between the policies adopted in this Initiative and other
elements of the foregoing laws and policies. The Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized and
directed to request California Coastal Commission certification of any amendments to the Local
Coastal Program necessary to implement this Initiative.

C. In the event the California Coastal Commission requests or proposes modifications to the
provisions found in Section 4 or Section 5 of the Initiative prior to or as part of certification of
any Local Coastal Program amendments included therein, the Board of Supervisors is permitted
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to adopt such modifications without a vote of the People prov1ded th?—% jB% ﬁnds that the

modifications further the purpose and intent of the Initiative as s_ef h Sé o 391+
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D. The General Plan may be reorganized or readopted in differdfif folifaf Gn®hdivhial
provisions may be renumbered or reordered, in the course of ongoing updatés of the General
Plan, provided that the provisions of Section4 of this Initiative shall remain in the General Plan,
unless earlier repealed or amended by vote of the people of the County.

Section 7. Liberal Construction.

| The provisions of this Initiative shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purposes Nothing
herein shall be construed to make illegal any lawful use being made of any land in compliance
with all required permits in force before the effectlve date of this In1t1at1ve

Section 8. Conﬂlctmg Law.

~ If this Initiative measure and another measuré on the same subject matter appear on the same
 ballot, and a majority of the voters vote in favor of both measures but this measure receives
‘more votes than the other measure, this measure alone shall become valid, binding, and adopted
in its entirety, and the other measure shall be null and void in its entirety. If a majority of the
voters vote in favor of both measures but this measure receives less votes than the other
measure, only those provisions of the other measure that are in direct and irreconcilable conflict
with the provisions of this measure shall control, and all other provisions of this measure shall
become valid, binding, and adopted. The voters expressly declare this to be their intent,
regardless of any contrary language in any other ballot measure. -

Section 9. 'Severability.

If any portion of this Initiative is hereafter determined to be invalid by a court of competent

- jurisdiction, all remaining portions of this Initiative shall remain in full force and effect. Each

section, subsection, sentence, phrase, part, or portion of this Initiative would have been adopted
and passed irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, phrases
parts of portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

Sgction 10. Amendment.

Except as otherwise provided herein, this Initiative may be. amended only by a vote of the People
ata County election.
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